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(57) ABSTRACT

A broadcast program processing device includes video con-
tent recording unit. The video content recording unit causes a
storage unit to store a plurality of pieces of video content each
of which includes at least one advertisement video. The
broadcast program processing device changes the advertise-
ment video included in a piece of video content stored in the
storage unit to a substitute advertisement video before being
instructed to play any one of the pieces of video content and
plays the piece of video content whose advertisement video
has been changed if instructed to play any one of the pieces of
video content.
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BROADCAST PROGRAM PROCESSING
DEVICE, BROADCAST PROGRAM
PROCESSING METHOD, BROADCASTING
STATION DEVICE, INFORMATION
DISTRIBUTION SERVER, PROGRAM, AND
INFORMATION STORAGE MEDIA

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a broadcast program pro-
cessing device, broadcast program processing method,
broadcasting station device, information distribution server,
program, and information storage media and, more particu-
larly, to a technology for processing video content including
an advertisement video.

BACKGROUND ART

Today, many users record video content of broadcast pro-
grams from television broadcasting to their recorders and
play and view the video content at their convenient times. In
general, advertisement videos are often inserted at given
times in video content of broadcast programs.

Although being played, an advertisement video inserted in
video content may diminish in advertising effect depending
on when the video content is played. For example, if the
season changes from the time of recording of the video con-
tent to the time of playing thereof, an advertisement video for
a seasonal product is no longer effective. In order to deal with
such a case, a technology is available which replaces a
recorded advertisement video with other advertisement video
and displays the replaced advertisement video when recorded
video content is played. PTL 1 discloses a technology for
replacing an advertisement video when recorded video con-

tent is played.
CITATION LIST
Present Literature
[PTL 1]
Japanese Patent No. 4419324
SUMMARY
Technical Problem

A process of replacing an advertisement video included in
recorded video content with other video is a kind of movie
editing process and involves more processing load than the
playing process. As a result, the speed of replacing the adver-
tisement video may no longer keep up with the playing speed,
causing the video content whose advertisement video has
been replaced to be displayed too late. In particular, this
phenomenon is likely to occur during fast feeding or rewind-
ing.

The present invention has been devised in light of the
foregoing, and it is an object of the present invention to
provide a technology for eliminating the likelihood that video
content whose advertisement video has been replaced may be
displayed too late.

Solution to Problem

In order to solve the above problem, a broadcast program
processing device according to the present invention includes
video content recording means, video change means, and
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playing means. The video content recording means causes
storage means to store a plurality of pieces of video content
each of which includes at least one advertisement video. The
video change means changes the advertisement video
included in a piece of video content stored in the storage
means to a substitute advertisement video before being
instructed to play any one of the pieces of video content. The
playing means plays the piece of video content whose adver-
tisement video has been changed if instructed to play any one
of the pieces of video content.

Further, a broadcast program processing method according
to the present invention includes a video content recording
step, a video change step, and a playing step. The video
content recording step causes storage means to store a plural-
ity of pieces of video content each of which includes at least
one advertisement video. The video change step changes the
advertisement video included in a piece of video content
stored in the storage means to a substitute advertisement
video before being instructed to play any one of the pieces of
video content. The playing step plays the piece of video
content whose advertisement video has been changed if
instructed to play any one of the pieces of video content.

Still further, a program according to the present invention
causes a computer to function as video content recording
means, video change means, and playing means. The video
content recording means causes storage means to store a
plurality of pieces of video content each of which includes at
least one advertisement video. The video change means
changes the advertisement video included in a piece of video
content stored in the storage means to a substitute advertise-
ment video before being instructed to play any one of the
pieces of video content. The playing means plays the piece of
video content whose advertisement video has been changed if
instructed to play any one of the pieces of video content.

Still further, a computer-readable recording media accord-
ing to the present invention stores a program that causes a
computer to function as video content recording means, video
change means, and playing means. The video content record-
ing means causes storage means to store a plurality of pieces
of video content each of which includes at least one adver-
tisement video. The video change means changes the adver-
tisement video included in a piece of video content stored in
the storage means to a substitute advertisement video before
being instructed to play any one of the pieces of video content.
The playing means plays the piece of video content whose
advertisement video has been changed if instructed to play
any one of the pieces of video content.

Still further, a broadcasting station device according to the
present invention includes transmission means. The transmis-
sion means transmits, to a broadcast program processing
device, a substitute advertisement video used to change the
advertisement video included in a piece of video content
stored in storage means before the broadcast program pro-
cessing device is instructed to play the piece of video content.

Still further, an information distribution server according
to the present invention includes transmission means. The
transmission means transmits, to a broadcast program pro-
cessing device, a substitute advertisement video used to
change the advertisement video included in a piece of video
content stored in storage means before the broadcast program
processing device is instructed to play the piece of video
content.

The present invention eliminates the likelihood that video
content may be displayed too late if an advertisement video is
replaced.

In a mode of the present invention, the video change means
may change the advertisement video included in any one of



US 9,386,329 B2

3

the pieces of video content to a substitute advertisement video
according to a preset schedule.

In another mode of the present invention, the video change
means may change the advertisement video included in any
one of the pieces of video content to the substitute advertise-
ment video if a preset start signal is acquired from a broad-
casting signal.

In still another mode ofthe present invention, the broadcast
program processing device further includes substitute man-
agement information acquisition means. The substitute man-
agement information acquisition means acquires the expiry
date of each of the advertisement videos included in the
plurality of pieces of video content. The video change means
may change the advertisement video included in any one of
the pieces of video content to the substitute advertisement
video based on the expiry date of each of the advertisement
videos.

In still another mode ofthe present invention, the broadcast
program processing device still further includes substitute
management information acquisition means. The substitute
management information acquisition means acquires asso-
ciation information that associates the substitute advertise-
ment video with an advertisement video to be changed. The
video change means may change the advertisement video to
be changed included in each of the pieces of video content to
the changing advertisement video associated with the adver-
tisement video to be changed.

In still another mode ofthe present invention, the broadcast
program processing device still further includes substitute
video acquisition means. The substitute video acquisition
means acquires, from a broadcasting signal transmitted from
a broadcasting station or from a server connected via a com-
munication line, the substitute advertisement video and a
playing condition for playing the substitute advertisement
video. The video change means may change one of the adver-
tisement videos included in any one of the pieces of video
content to a plurality of substitute advertisement videos
appropriate to the playing condition. The playing means may
play one of the plurality of substitute advertisement videos to
which one of the advertisement videos included in any one of
the pieces of video content has been changed based on a
circumstance at the time of playing and the playing condition.

In still another mode of the present invention, the playing
condition may include a time zone during which to play the
substitute advertisement video. The playing means may play
one of the plurality of substitute advertisement videos to
which one of the advertisement videos included in any one of
the pieces of video content has been changed based on a
playing time and the playing condition.

In still another mode of the present invention, the transmis-
sion means may transmit, to the broadcast program process-
ing device, a start signal adapted to start a process of changing
the advertisement video included in the video content to the
substitute advertisement video.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG.1is adiagram illustrating an example of configuration
of a broadcasting system according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is adiagram illustrating an example of configuration
of a program recorder according to the embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating functional blocks of the
program recorder according to the embodiment of the present
invention.
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FIG. 4 is a sequence chart outlining an example of opera-
tion of the broadcasting system according to the embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a diagram describing an example of video data
that represents broadcast program video content.

FIG. 6 is adiagram illustrating an example of configuration
of substitute advertisement data associated with an advertise-
ment.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of expiry date
information.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of processing
flow of a video change unit.

FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of data configu-
ration that indicates a changed advertisement section.

FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of selection
metadata.

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating an example of a playing
instruction screen.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

A description will be given below of an embodiment of the
present invention based on the accompanying drawings. F1G.
1 is a diagram illustrating an example of configuration of a
broadcasting system according to an embodiment of the
present invention. This broadcasting system includes a pro-
gram recorder 1, a television receiver 2, areception antenna 3,
abroadcasting station device 4, an advertisement information
server 5, and a network 6. The broadcasting station device 4
transmits a broadcasting signal that includes coded video
content of a broadcast program including advertisement vid-
eos or a broadcasting signal that includes coded data of data
broadcasting. The program recorder 1 receives a broadcasting
signal from the broadcasting station device 4 via the reception
antenna 3 and records video content thereof. Further, when
playing recorded video content, the program recorder 1 dis-
plays the video on the television receiver 2. Still further, the
advertisement information server 5 distributes, via the net-
work 6, information on advertisement videos and substitute
advertisement videos used to replace the advertisement vid-
eos in a program being broadcast. The network 6 is, for
example, the Internet.

FIG. 2 is adiagram illustrating an example of configuration
of'the program recorder 1 according to the embodiment of the
present invention. The program recorder 1 includes a central
controlunit 11, a storage unit 12, a tuner 13, acommunication
unit 14, a display control unit 15, and a display operation unit
16.

The central control unit 11 operates in accordance with a
program stored in the storage unit 12 and controls the tuner
13, the communication unit 14, the display control unit 15,
and the display operation unit 16. It should be noted that the
program may be that stored in the storage unit 12 when the
program recorder 1 was manufactured. Alternatively, the pro-
gram may be that supplied stored on a computer-readable
information storage media such as DVD-ROM. Still alterna-
tively, the program may be that supplied via the network 6
such as the Internet.

The storage unit 12 includes memory elements such as
RAM and ROM, a hard disk drive, and a media drive for a
portable media such as DVD or Blu-ray Disc. The storage unit
12 stores the program. Further, the storage unit 12 stores
information and calculation results supplied from various
units such as video data of video content of recorded broad-
cast programs.

The tuner 13 acquires a broadcast signal transmitted using
ground waves or satellite waves via the reception antenna 3.
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The tuner 13 may receive a broadcast signal via a wired
communication network such as cable television network.
The tuner 13 decodes the acquired broadcast signal so as to
generate video data of video content (movie with sound) of a
broadcast program including advertisement videos. The tuner
13 also decodes the broadcast signal so as to generate data
broadcasting reception data. In the description given below,
we assume that a piece of video content refers to broadcast
program content recorded by the user by a single pre-pro-
grammed recording or a single recording operation.

The communication unit 14 includes integrated circuitry,
communication terminals and so on making up a wired LAN.
The communication unit 14 has a function to communicate
not only with other devices but also with the advertisement
information server 5 via the network 6. The communication
unit 14 supplies information received from other devices to
the CPU 11 and the storage unit 12 and transmits information
to other devices under control of the CPU 11.

The display control unit 15 converts, under control of the
central control unit 11, video data generated by the tuner 13
and video data stored in a hard disk drive included in the
storage unit 12 or a portable media and controls the television
receiver 2 to display the movie and produce the sound both
represented by the video data.

The display operation unit 16 includes a display panel,
buttons, circuitry, and so on. The display panel is arranged
primarily on the front face of the enclosure of the program
recorder 1. The buttons are used to input user operations. The
circuitry acquires information from external input means
such as remote controller. The display operation unit 16
acquires user operations and details of user instructions and
displays the status of the program recorder 1 and other infor-
mation to the user, for example, via the display panel. The
display operation unit 16 does so under control of the central
control unit 11.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating functional blocks of the
program recorder 1 according to the embodiment of the
present invention. The program recorder 1 functionally
includes arecording unit 71, a playing unit 72, arecorded data
storage unit 73, a substitute information acquisition unit 74, a
substitute information storage unit 77, and a video change
unit 78. Also, the substitute information acquisition unit 74
has a substitute video acquisition portion 75 and a substitute
management information acquisition portion 76. These func-
tions are implemented by the central controlunit 11 executing
the program stored in the storage unit 12 and controlling the
tuner 13, the communication unit 14, the display control unit
15, and so on.

The recorded data storage unit 73 is primarily imple-
mented, in particular, by the storage device of the storage unit
12 adapted to retain data even if power is removed such as
hard disk drive. The recorded data storage unit 73 stores video
data representing video content of a broadcast program sup-
plied from the recording unit 71 and video data of video
content whose advertisement video has been replaced by the
video change unit 78.

The substitute information storage unit 77 is primarily
implemented, in particular, by the storage device of the stor-
age unit 12 adapted to retain data even if power is removed.
The substitute information storage unit 77 stores expiry date
information and association information acquired by the sub-
stitute information acquisition unit 74. Expiry date informa-
tion and association information will be described in detail
later.

Also, although not illustrated, the broadcasting station
device 4 has a transmission unit adapted to transmit a broad-
casting signal to the program recorder 1. Further, the adver-
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tisement information server 5 is implemented primarily by a
central control unit, a storage unit, and a communication unit
and has a transmission unit. The transmission unit transmits
information to the program recorder 1 in response to a request
from the program recorder 1. The transmission unit included
in the advertisement information server 5 may transmit infor-
mation even when not requested by the program recorder 1.
For example, the transmission unit may transmit information
to the program recorder 1 at given time intervals.

FIG. 4 is a sequence chart outlining an example of opera-
tion of the broadcasting system according to the embodiment
of'the present invention. A description will be given below of
not only the outline of operation of the broadcasting system
but also the operation of each function. In the description, we
assume that a video includes a movie and sound.

First, the broadcasting station device 4 transmits a broad-
casting signal to the program recorder 1. The broadcasting
signal includes coded video data of broadcast program video
content. FIG. 5 is a diagram describing an example of video
data that represents broadcast program video content. Broad-
cast program video content includes a plurality of feature
presentation sections and a plurality of advertisement sec-
tions of the broadcast program arranged side by side in chro-
nological order. An advertisement section corresponds to a
kind of advertisement video (corresponds to a video adapted
to advertise a product or service and will be hereinafter
denoted as advertisement video). In the description given
below, video data corresponding to the video of each of the
feature presentation sections will be denoted as feature pre-
sentation video data, and video data corresponding to the
video of an advertisement section will be denoted as adver-
tisement video data. A CM code is also embedded in adver-
tisement video data. A CM code is made up of a four-digit
advertising operator code and a six-digit material code and
permits unique identification of broadcast advertisement
video. It should be noted that the boundaries between the
feature presentation sections and the advertisement sections
in video data indicating broadcast program video content may
be indirectly indicated by the presence or absence of embed-
ded CM code or by the change in sound, brightness and so on.

The recording unit 71 is implemented primarily by the
central control unit 11. The recording unit 71 acquires video
data generated by the tuner 13 based on the broadcasting
signal transmitted by the broadcasting station device 4, com-
presses the video data by a preset technique, and stores the
compressed video data in the recorded data storage unit 73.
The recording unit 71 physically causes the storage unit 12 to
store the video data.

Next, the broadcasting station device 4 transmits substitute
advertisement data and substitute management information.
Substitute advertisement data includes advertisement video
data that causes a substitute advertisement video to be output.
The substitute advertisement video is used to replace an
advertisement video included in broadcast program video
content. Substitute management information is information
about an advertisement video which is changed to (replaced
with) the substitute advertisement video. The broadcasting
station device 4 may transmit substitute advertisement data
and substitute management information in parallel with a
broadcast program by using, for example, a data broadcasting
area of the television broadcasting signal. Alternatively, the
broadcasting station device 4 may upload these pieces of
information to the advertisement information server 5 and
cause the advertisement information server 5 to distribute
these pieces of information. Still alternatively, substitute
advertisement data and substitute management information
may be transmitted at different times. It should be noted that
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substitute advertisement data may be transmitted earlier than
a broadcast program. The reason for this is that, for example,
if the expiry date of a substitute advertisement video is later
than that of the advertisement video included in a broadcast
program which is broadcast, the advertisement video of the
broadcast program can be replaced with the substitute adver-
tisement video which is transmitted earlier.

The substitute video acquisition portion 75 is primarily
implemented by the central control unit 11. The substitute
video acquisition portion 75 acquires, via the tuner 13, sub-
stitute advertisement data transmitted from the broadcasting
station device 4 and stores the substitute advertisement datain
the substitute information storage unit 77. The substitute
video acquisition portion 75 physically causes the storage
unit 12 to store the acquired substitute advertisement data.

FIG. 6 is adiagram illustrating an example of configuration
of substitute advertisement data associated with an advertise-
ment. Substitute advertisement data includes a CM code,
playing condition information, and advertisement video data
that causes substitute advertisement video (movie with
sound) to be output. CM code is the same as that included in
broadcast program video content. Playing condition informa-
tion is information representing the condition for playing a
substitute advertisement video. A time zone during which to
play video content will be shown below as an example of a
playing condition. However, other playing conditions may be
used including age bracket and sex of the user who performed
the playing operation.

The substitute management information acquisition por-
tion 76 is implemented primarily by the central control unit
11. The substitute management information acquisition por-
tion 76 acquires, via the tuner 13, substitute management
information transmitted from the broadcasting station device
4 and stores the substitute management data in the substitute
information storage unit 77. The substitute management
information acquisition portion 76 physically causes the stor-
age unit 12 to store the acquired substitute management infor-
mation. Substitute management information includes expiry
date information and association information. Expiry date
information represents the expiry date of an advertisement
video included in broadcast program video content. Associa-
tion information associates a substitute advertisement video
to be transmitted with an advertisement video to be changed
which is replaced with the substitute advertisement video.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of expiry date
information. Expiry date information includes the CM code
ofanadvertisement video distributed as included in broadcast
program video content and the expiry date of the advertise-
ment video. Using expiry date information allows to find the
expiry date of the advertisement video stored in the recorded
data storage unit 73 as part of video content. Association
information may take into consideration a playing condition.
Alternatively, association information may, for example,
associate a single advertisement video to be changed with a
plurality of substitute advertisement videos whose playing
conditions do not overlap. Here, the substitute information
acquisition unit 74 may acquire a substitute advertisement
video or substitute management information via the network
6. For example, the substitute video acquisition portion 75
may acquire a substitute advertisement video from the adver-
tisement information server 5, and the substitute management
information acquisition portion 76 may acquire substitute
management information from the advertisement informa-
tion server 5.

Next, the video change unit 78 changes the advertisement
video included in any one of pieces of video content stored in
the substitute information storage unit 77 to a substitute

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

55

60

65

8

advertisement video before being instructed to play any one
of the pieces of video content. In other words, an advertise-
ment video of video content is replaced with some kind of
trigger other than a playing instruction before a playing
instruction is received. As a more specific example, an adver-
tisement video included in at least part of recorded video
content stored in the recorded data storage unit 73 is changed
to a substitute advertisement video stored in the substitute
information storage unit 77 according to a preset schedule.
Here, the video content whose advertisement video has been
replaced is stored in the recorded data storage unit 73.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of processing
flow of the video change unit 78. First, the video change unit
78 waits until an appropriate time comes according to a start
schedule (step S101). Here, the start schedule may, for
example, start the process from a fixed time every day or from
a given time on a specific day of the week. Alternatively, the
start schedule may start the process at a relative time with
respect to other action such as in a given period of time after
the power is turned off.

The video change unit 78 proceeds to the process in step
S102 when the appropriate time comes according to the start
schedule. In step S102, the video change unit 78 acquires the
video data of the first piece of video content of all the pieces
of recorded video content. Next, the video change unit 78
acquires CM codes from the acquired video data of the video
content (step S103). Each of the CM codes identifies one of a
plurality of advertisement videos. The video change unit 78
identifies the advertisement video to be replaced based on the
acquired CM codes, expiry date information, and association
information (step S104). More specifically, the video change
unit 78 identifies the CM code and the start time of the
advertisement video by each of the two processes described
below. The first process is to acquire the expiry date of each of
the advertisement videos from the acquired CM codes and
expiry date information so as to identify the advertisement
video whose expiry date is overdue. The second process is to
identify the advertisement videos to be changed in the asso-
ciation information from the acquired CM codes and associa-
tion information.

Next, the video change unit 78 selects a substitute adver-
tisement video (more specifically, CM code of a substitute
advertisement video) for each of the advertisement videos to
be replaced (step S105). In the case of an advertisement video
to be replaced which has been identified based on the asso-
ciation information, the video change unit 78 selects the CM
code of the substitute advertisement video associated by the
association information. In the case of an advertisement video
to be replaced which has been identified based on the expiry
date information, a substitute advertisement video is selected
based on the relevance with the advertisement video to be
replaced. For example, a substitute advertisement video is
selected based on the relationship between the company
advertised by the advertisement video to be replaced (here-
inafter referred to as the source company) and the company
advertised by the substitute advertisement video (hereinafter
referred to as the destination company). A substitute adver-
tisement video may be selected so that the destination com-
pany is the same as the source company. Alternatively, a
substitute advertisement video may be selected so that the
destination company is not a competitor of the source com-
pany. More specifically, the video change unit 78 selects a
substitute advertisement video based on advertising company
information and blacklist information. Advertising company
information associates CM codes and companies. Blacklist
information associates advertisement videos to be replaced
and advertisement videos whose replacement is rejected. It
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should be noted that advertising company information and
blacklist information is acquired by the substitute manage-
ment information acquisition portion 76 in advance.

Next, the video change unit 78 changes the advertisement
video to be replaced to the substitute advertisement video
selected therefor (step S106). The process of changing an
advertisement video to be replaced to a substitute advertise-
ment video includes, for example, the following. One is a
process of detecting advertisement video data associated with
the advertisement video. Another is a process of deleting the
detected advertisement video data. Still another is a process
of inserting the advertisement video data that causes the sub-
stitute advertisement video to be output where the advertise-
ment video data has been deleted.

At this time, the video change unit 78 may change one of
the advertisement videos included in video content to a plu-
rality of substitute advertisement videos appropriate to the
playing condition. FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example
of data configuration that indicates a changed advertisement
section. FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of selec-
tion metadata. In the example illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10,
the advertisement video data corresponding to an advertise-
ment section is changed to selection metadata and three
pieces of advertisement video data each of which is associ-
ated with an advertisement video. Selection metadata is infor-
mation that associates a plurality of playing conditions and
information adapted to identify advertisement videos appro-
priate to the playing conditions. Thus, when an advertisement
section whose advertisement video data has been changed is
played, and if any one of the playing conditions is satisfied,
the content of the advertisement video data appropriate to that
playing condition is played. For example, playing conditions
are specified in such a manner that an advertisement video for
adults is played in the midnight time zone, and that an adver-
tisement video for children is played in a time zone such as
daytime hours where children are often back from school to
watch. This makes it possible to provide advertisements tai-
lored to viewers, thus enhancing advertising effects.

Then, if all the pieces of video content have yet to be
subjected to the above processes (N in step S107), the video
change unit 78 acquires the next piece of video content (step
S108) and repeats the processes from step S103. When all the
pieces of video content have already been subjected to the
above processes, the video change unit 78 terminates the
processes. It should be noted that after the processes are
terminated, the video change unit 78 is normally activated
again and placed in a wait state in step S101.

Here, the video change unit 78 may wait until a predeter-
mined signal indicating a start is acquired from a broadcast-
ing signal rather than waiting until an appropriate time comes
according to a schedule in step S101. The video change unit
78 starts the process of replacing an advertisement video upon
acquisition of a signal indicating a start. Substitute advertise-
ment data may be a signal indicating a start. Alternatively, the
advertisement information server 5 may transmit predeter-
mined information indicating a start.

The playing unit 72 is implemented primarily by the cen-
tral control unit 11 and the display control unit 15. If
instructed to play any one of the pieces of video content by the
user, the playing unit 72 acquires, from the recorded data
storage unit 73, the video data that causes the target video
content to be output and plays the video content. When play-
ing the video content, the playing unit 72 uses the display
control unit 15 to control the television receiver 2 to display
the video of the video content and produce the sound thereof.
Naturally, the video content to be played may be that whose
advertisement video has been changed. Further, if one of the
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advertisement videos has been changed to a plurality of sub-
stitute advertisement videos appropriate to the playing con-
dition, the playing unit 72 acquires information on playing
environment such as playing time and selectively plays one of
the plurality of advertisement videos to which an advertise-
ment video has been changed in accordance with the playing
condition. As a result, the playing unit 72 plays the advertise-
ment video appropriate, for example, to the playing time.

FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating an example of a playing
instruction screen. The playing unit 72 causes the television
receiver 2 to output the playing instruction screen, causes the
user to select one of a plurality of pieces of video content
appearing on the playing instruction screen, and receives the
selection as a playing instruction. The playing unit 72
acquires the user operation indicating the playing instruction
via the display operation unit 16. Here, if the advertisement
video of the piece of video content has been changed by the
video change unit 78, the playing unit 72 displays, on the
playing instruction screen, an image to that effect. In the
example illustrated in FIG. 11, icons appear to the right of the
row indicating those pieces of video content. These icons
represent the products introduced by the replaced advertise-
ment videos.

It should be noted that the playing unit 72 may transmit, for
example, to the advertisement information server 5, a viewing
report regarding which advertisement video was played. This
allows sponsors to understand how often the advertisements
were watched, thus making it possible to measure the effects
regarding playing other than real-time viewing of broadcast
programs.

The invention claimed is:

1. A broadcast program processing device comprising:

a video data recording unit configured to cause a storage
unit to store a plurality of pieces of video data each of
which includes at least one piece of advertisement video
data and at least one piece of feature presentation video
data;

a control unit configured to consider to be determined at
least one boundary, between the at least one piece of
advertisement video data and the at least one piece of
feature presentation video data, based on a presence of a
code embedded in the at least one piece of advertisement
video data, the control unit configured to consider to be
identified at least one of the beginning and end of the at
least one piece of advertisement video data in relation to
the at least one piece of feature presentation video data;

a video change unit configured to replace, using the con-
sidered determined at least one boundary, the at least one
piece of advertisement video data included in the video
data stored in the storage unit with substitute advertise-
ment video data before being instructed to play any one
of the pieces of video data; and

a playing unit configured to play the video data whose
advertisement video data has been replaced if instructed
to play any one of the pieces of video data;

wherein replacing the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute advertisement video data
includes first deleting the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data included in the video data stored in the
storage unit and then inserting the substitute advertise-
ment video data where the at least one piece of adver-
tisement video data has been deleted; and

wherein the playing unit displays, in association with the
replacement of the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute video advertisement data,
aplaying instruction screen that includes both an image
indicating that the at least one piece of advertisement
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video data has been replaced and an icon representing a
product introduced by the substitute video advertise-
ment data.

2. The broadcast program processing device of claim 1,
wherein the video change unit replaces the at least one piece
of'advertisement video data included in any one of the pieces
of video data with substitute advertisement video data
according to a preset schedule.

3. The broadcast program processing device of claim 1,
wherein the video change unit replaces the at least one piece
of'advertisement video data included in any one of the pieces
of video data with the substitute advertisement video data if a
preset start signal is acquired from a broadcasting signal.

4. The broadcast program processing device of claim 1,
further comprising:

a substitute management information acquisition unit con-
figured to acquire the expiry date of each piece of the
advertisement video data included in the plurality of
pieces of video data,

wherein the video change unit replaces the at least one
piece of advertisement video data included in any one of
the pieces of video data with the substitute advertise-
ment video data based on the expiry date of each of the
pieces of advertisement video data.

5. The broadcast program processing device of claim 1,

further comprising:

a substitute management information acquisition unit con-
figured to acquire association information that associ-
ates the substitute advertisement video data with adver-
tisement video data to be changed,

wherein the video change unit replaces the at least one
piece of advertisement video data to be changed
included in each of the pieces of video data with the
substitute advertisement video data associated with the
at least one piece of advertisement video data to be
changed.

6. The broadcast program processing device of claim 1,

further comprising:

a substitute video acquisition unit configured to acquire,
from a broadcasting signal transmitted from a broadcast-
ing station or from a server connected via a communi-
cation line, the substitute advertisement video data and a
playing condition for playing the substitute advertise-
ment video data, wherein

the video change unit replaces one of the pieces of adver-
tisement video data included in any one of the pieces of
video data with a plurality of pieces of substitute adver-
tisement video data appropriate to the playing condition,
and

the playing unit plays one of the plurality of pieces of
substitute advertisement video data with which one of
the pieces of advertisement video data included in any
one of the pieces of video data has been replaced based
on a circumstance at the time of playing and the playing
condition.

7. The broadcast program processing device of claim 6,

wherein:

the playing condition includes a time zone during which to
play the substitute advertisement video data, and

the playing unit plays one of the plurality of pieces of
substitute advertisement video data with which one of
the pieces of advertisement video data included in any
one of the pieces of video data has been replaced based
on a playing time and the playing condition.
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8. A broadcast program processing method comprising:

causing a storage unit to store a plurality of pieces of video
data each of which includes at least one piece of adver-
tisement video data and at least one piece of feature
presentation video data;

considering to be determined at least one boundary,
between the at least one piece of advertisement video
data and the at least one piece of feature presentation
video data, based on a presence of a code embedded in
the at least one piece of advertisement video data;

considering to be identified at least one of the beginning
and end of the at least one piece of advertisement video
data in relation to the at least one piece of feature pre-
sentation video data;

replacing, using the considered determined at least one
boundary, the at least one piece of advertisement video
data included in the video data stored in the storage unit
with substitute advertisement video data before being
instructed to play any one of the pieces of video data; and

playing the video data whose advertisement video data has
been replaced if instructed to play any one of the pieces
of video data;

wherein replacing the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute advertisement video data
includes first deleting the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data included in the video data stored in the
storage unit and then inserting the substitute advertise-
ment video data where the at least one piece of adver-
tisement video data has been deleted; and

wherein a playing instruction screen that includes both an
image indicating that the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data has been replaced and an icon repre-
senting a product introduced by the substitute video
advertisement is displayed in association with the
replacement of the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute video advertisement data.

9. A computer having a microprocessor operating under the

control of a program causing the computer to function as:

a video data recording unit configured to cause a storage
unit to store a plurality of pieces of video data each of
which includes at least one piece of advertisement video
data and at least one piece of feature presentation video
data;

a control unit configured to consider to be determined at
least one boundary, between the at least one piece of
advertisement video data and the at least one piece of
feature presentation video data, based on a presence of a
code embedded in the at least one piece of advertisement
video data, the control unit configured to consider to be
identified at least one of the beginning and end of the at
least one piece of advertisement video data in relation to
the at least one piece of feature presentation video data;

a video change unit configured to replace, using the con-
sidered determined at least one boundary, the at least one
piece of advertisement video data included in the video
data stored in the storage unit with substitute advertise-
ment video data before being instructed to play any one
of the pieces of video data; and

a playing unit configured to play the video data whose
advertisement video data has been replaced if instructed
to play any one of the pieces of video data;

wherein replacing the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute advertisement video data
includes first deleting the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data included in the video data stored in the
storage unit and then inserting the substitute advertise-
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ment video data where the at least one piece of adver-
tisement video data has been deleted; and

wherein the playing unit displays, in association with the
replacement of the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute video advertisement data,
a playing instruction screen that includes both an image
indicating that the at least one piece of advertisement
video data has been replaced and an icon representing a
product introduced by the substitute video advertise-
ment data.

10. A non-transitory, computer-readable recording media

storing a program, the program causing a computer to func-
tion as:

a video data recording unit configured to cause a storage
unit to store a plurality of pieces of video data each of
which includes at least one piece of advertisement video
data and at least one piece of feature presentation video
data;

a control unit configured to consider to be determined at
least one boundary, between the at least one piece of
advertisement video data and the at least one piece of
feature presentation video data, based on a presence of a
code embedded in the at least one piece of advertisement
video data, the control unit configured to consider to be
identified at least one of the beginning and end of the at
least one piece of advertisement video data in relation to
the at least one piece of feature presentation video data;

a video change unit configured to replace, using the con-
sidered determined at least one boundary, the at least one
piece of advertisement video data included in the video
data stored in the storage unit with substitute advertise-
ment video data before being instructed to play any one
of the pieces of video data; and

a playing unit configured to play the video data whose
advertisement video data has been replaced if instructed
to play any one of the pieces of video data;

wherein replacing the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute advertisement video data
includes first deleting the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data included in the video data stored in the
storage unit and then inserting the substitute advertise-
ment video data where the at least one piece of adver-
tisement video data has been deleted; and

wherein the playing unit displays, in association with the
replacement of the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute video advertisement data,
a playing instruction screen that includes both an image
indicating that the at least one piece of advertisement
video data has been replaced and an icon representing a
product introduced by the substitute video advertise-
ment data.

11. A broadcasting station device comprising:

a control unit configured to consider to be determined at
least one boundary, between at least one piece of adver-
tisement video data and at least one piece of feature
presentation video data, based on a presence of a code
embedded in the at least one piece of advertisement
video data, the control unit configured to consider to be
identified at least one of a beginning and an end of the at
least one piece of advertisement video data in relation to
the at least one piece of feature presentation video data;
and

a transmission unit configured to transmit, to a broadcast
program processing device, substitute advertisement
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video data used to replace, using the considered deter-
mined at least one boundary, advertisement video data
included in video data which is stored in a storage unit
and which includes the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data and the at least one piece of feature
presentation video data before the broadcast program
processing device is instructed to play the video data;

wherein replacing the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute advertisement video data
includes first deleting the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data included in the video data stored in the
storage unit and then inserting the substitute advertise-
ment video data where the at least one piece of adver-
tisement video data has been deleted; and

wherein a playing instruction screen that includes both an
image indicating that the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data has been replaced and an icon repre-
senting a product introduced by the substitute video
advertisement is displayed in association with the
replacement of the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute video advertisement data.

12. The broadcasting station device of claim 11, wherein

the transmission unit further transmits, to the broadcast pro-
gram processing device, a start signal adapted to start a pro-
cess of replacing the at least one piece of advertisement video
data included in the video data with the substitute advertise-
ment video data.

13. An information distribution server comprising:

a control unit configured to consider to be determined at
least one boundary, between at least one piece of adver-
tisement video data and at least one piece of feature
presentation video data, based on a presence of a code
embedded in the at least one piece of advertisement
video data, the control unit configured to consider to be
identified at least one of a beginning and an end of the at
least one piece of advertisement video data in relation to
the at least one piece of feature presentation video data;
and

a transmission unit configured to transmit, to a broadcast
program processing device, substitute advertisement
video data used to replace, using the considered deter-
mined at least one boundary, advertisement video data
included in video data which is stored in a storage unit
and which includes the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data and the at least one piece of feature
presentation video data before the broadcast program
processing device is instructed to play the video data;

wherein replacing the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute advertisement video data
includes first deleting the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data included in the video data stored in the
storage unit and then inserting the substitute advertise-
ment video data where the at least one piece of adver-
tisement video data has been deleted; and

wherein a playing instruction screen that includes both an
image indicating that the at least one piece of advertise-
ment video data has been replaced and an icon repre-
senting a product introduced by the substitute video
advertisement is displayed in association with the
replacement of the at least one piece of advertisement
video data with the substitute video advertisement data.
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